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and is arrived to such a height, surely those corruptions and
mismanagements must have been great which first intro-
duced them, before our taxes were eaten up by annuities.

If I were able to rip up, and discover in all their colours,
only about eight or nine thousand of the most scandalous
abuses,1 that have been committed in all parts of public
management for twenty years past, by a certain set of men
and their instruments, I should reckon it some service to
my country, and to posterity. But to say the truth, I
should be glad the authors3 names were conveyed to future
times along with their actions. For though the present age
may understand well enough the little hints we give, the
parallels we draw, and the characters we describe, yet this
will all be lost to the next. However, if these papers,
reduced into a more durable form, should happen to live till
our grandchildren are men, I hope they may have curiosity
enough to consult annals, and compare dates, in order to
find out what names were then intrusted with the conduct
of affairs, in the consequences whereof, themselves will so
deeply share; like a heavy debt in a private family, which
often lies an incumbrance upon an estate for three genera-
tions.

But leaving the care of informing posterity to better pens,
I shall with due regard to truth, discretion, and the safety
of my person from the men of the new-fangled moderation,
continue to take all proper opportunities of letting the
misled part of the people see how grossly they have been
abused, and in what particulars: I shall also endeavour to
convince them, that the present course we are in, is the
most probable means, with the blessing of God, to extricate
ourselves out of all our difficulties.

Among those who are pleased to write or talk against
this paper, I have observed a strange manner of reasoning,
which I should be glad to hear them explain themselves

1 "The Medley" (No. 13, December 25th, 1710) remarks : "When
he ... promises to discover 'only about eight or nine thousand of
their most scandalous abuses/ without pretending to discover one ; and
when he audaciously reviles a general, whose services have been the
wonder both of friends and enemies ... all this he calls * defending

the cause of the Q---and both Houses of Parliament, and nine parts

in ten of the kingdom.'"  [T. S.]